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In the British House of Lords the relatious of Great
Pritain to tho Brussols Congress were discussed. The
Earl of Derby said that the British representative

would vot be empowered to consent o any
mew rules; he would simply watch and
report  the  proceedings. s==== The Count de

Chsmbord has lssusd s manifesto in which be favors s,
lmited mouarchy in Franee, but rejects the forwuls
that the King relgns but does not govern, s=== Very
favorable accounts of the condltion in Iudia are pub-
Mahed.

Great destitution ia prevailing in Bonth-Western Min-
nesola, eausod by the destruction of the crops by grass-
hoppers. === Ex-Gov. Jewell of @onnecticut, now
Ministor at 8t Petersburg, bas been appointed Posi-
master-Gonersl, sud has nccepted. === The new Dis-
triot of Coluwmbla Commission assumed control of affirs
yoaterday.

Tammany threatsened to eall upsn the Governor to
remove the Mayor for reappolativg, Pollee Commlssion-
ors Charlick and Gardner === Bixty doalers were -
dictod for selling hguor without lleenses. == The
Rev. Henry Ward Beocher in his last Friday night talk
before vacation, summed up his ministry. e=== John P,
Garrish read 8 paper on * Fydrophobia™ before the
Modical Library and Journal Assoclation. s Surruo-
gnte Hatchungs refused to admit the will of Rollwagen,
or tho codicll, to probate, s=== A lrutal milkman as-
saulted and vearly klled an aged couple In Brookiyn,
a===e= Tho Commissioners of Charities and CorrecMon
togsn reducing the salaries in thelr Department, and
threaten to aboilsh some of the publie institutions on
the lalands, === Gold, 110§, 110§, 110§. Tuermometor,
T, 8%, Gy

Mr. Beechier’s summing up of his experience
and life-work, given in his last Friday even-
ing prayer meeting talk yesterday, and else-
where reported, will commaud wide attention.

The Count de Chambord has issued a mani-
festo in which his evident desire to secure the
support of the Constitutional Movarchists is
shown to conflict, in a remarkable manner,
with his claim to rule by divine authority,

The National Association of Woolen Manu-
Tacturers express their reasons for opposing
the Canadian Reciprocity Treaty in the reso-
Jutions printed elsewhere. Representing one
of the great industries of the country, their
statements are certain to receive an attentive
bearing.

The Attorney-General is really verv unkind.

He refuses to allow District-Attorney Harring-

ton to prosecute the burglars in the notorious

gafe burglary case. This, too, when there is

every reason to believe that he knows more

about the case than any other living man, not

" excepting the prisoners themseclves. It is too

bad, after 8 man bas done so wuch as Mr.

" Yarrington has to prepare this case, to keep
him out ¢f the trial of it.

i

Gov. Kemper's @roll demonstration has called
attention early to the present political situa-
" tion in Virginia. The correspondent who ex-
plains, on the third page of this morning's
Trisuxe, the prospects in the gevernl Con-
gressionnl Districts of that Stute, ‘is thor-
@uglly informed, eor [0, v nccurate, The

upshot of his investigation is a mtemmm
the probability that the five Republicans and
four Conservatives representing Virginia in
the present Congress are likely to be suo-
ceeded by six Conservatives and four Repub-

licans.
e

The ravages of grasshoppers in some of the
counties in Minnesota have been 80 terribly
destruetive that all the erops have been swept
awny completely, s by fire, The destitution
caused by this visitation is so widespread and
complete that upon the testimony of trust-
worthy men who have traversed the defvuu-
ted region Gov. Davis has jssned a eireular
letter to the Granges of the State, asking
their aid to relieve the distress. Assistance
has not been asked outside the State, but eon-
tributions from any source, addressed to Gen.
H. H. Sibley, at St. Paul, will be gratefully
received and immediately used for the relief
of the sufferers,

e

The new Commission for the government of
the District of Columbia organized yesterday
and made a good beginning in the work of
overhanling the legacy of anarchy, extrava-'
gance and misrule left them by the Shepherd
Administration. The results of the first day's
investigation prove that the half of the mis-
doings of the old Ring has not been told.
The manner in which the new Commission
takes hold of its work promises well for a
thorough reform in the District Government,
to the relief of the burdened tax-payers and
the satisfaction of the people of the whole
country who have been disgraced by the
scandals of the Ring.

i

The decision of Surrogate Hutchings setting
aside the will and codieil of Frederich Roll-
wagen disposes of an estate of several millions
of dollars. The case is remarkable not only
for the amount involved but for the extra-
ordinary length and bitterness of the litigation
m the contest of the will. The evidence in
tho case fills many thousands of pages of manu-
seript, and the printed argument of Henry L.
Clinton for the victorious contestanta alone
makes a volume of two hundred and fifty
pages. The trial has extended over several
months, The decision of the Surrogate virtu-
ally declares the will to have been manufac-
tared and the infant eclaimant not to have
been a child of the decedent,

At

There seems to be no end to the rasealities
practiced under the short-lived government
of Mesars. Shepherd & Co. in the District of
Columbia. Fired by the example of their white
brethren in gher station, two eolored states-
men—one & member of the Distriet Loegisla-
ture, messenger in the Controller’s offiee, and
President of a Republican Club; the other a
graduate of Howard University, and elerk in
the office of the Collestor of the District—un-
dertook to turn a dishonest penny by forging
orders on the Controller. The latter officer
being opposed, we presume, to attacks upon
the characters of faithful public officers, did
not concern himself with discovering the
forgers, and 8o the police took the business in
hand and caught the offenders. Upon the
whole that District Government was a rather
interesting nest.

Tt will not surprise those who observed the
extraordinary efforts which were required in
some of the smaller colleges to place a crew
at Springfield, that in several instances the
hoating fever passed its elimax last year, Bui
the views of those who expected that gooner
or later the annual regatta would be sifted
down to the old contest between Harvard and
Yale will be somewhat moditied by the letter
of our correspondent on the third page, which
shows good ground for believing that Cornell
will, at all events, continue to be a perma-
nent competitor for aquatic laurels. This
year she too has eent a crew of remarkable
physical power, including one man who is
noticeable in this respect even among the
young giants gathered at Saratoga. It seems
probable, however, than an absurd system
of overtraining is injuring this crew, and
diminishing a prospect of success otherwise
exceptionally excellent,

Abont four thousand of the liqguor dealers
of the city—that 1, above one-half the whole
number engaged in the retail traflic—are in
open revolt against the Excise lawa, A large
and rich lobby in this interest vainly urged
the last Legislature to reduce their license
fees, and have taken the present step as alast
effort to nullify the Excise law. The Excise
Board in response have not sued the dealers,
as they expected, but have quictly secured
the indictment of sixty of the most active
leaders in the revolt, If convicted of violat-
ing the Excise laws the guilty dealers may be
fined 230 and sent to Blackwell's Island for
one year. The summary trial and ponishment
of a few of those indicted will doubtless bring
the others to their senses. We hope the Dis-
triet Attorney will pursue the matter promptly.
There are few outside of the 8,000 liquor deal~
ers in the elty who will not agree with us in
aaying that the feca for license are already
too low, and the Excise law and police regu-
lations concerning dram shops too lax,

The continnance of the Indian Commission,
after the resignation of Messrs, Stuart, Dodge,
and the other members who gave it character
and the confidence of the country, is of course
a feeble farce, modeled upon the continvance
of the Civil Bervice Commission after ifs
original Commissioners had discovered their
limitations and necessary failure. With the
best of men the new Indian Commission can
po more do what was expected of it than the
second Civil Service Commission did. The
appoiniments at the best can only be a re-
spectable way of covering a break down. At
the worst, they may prove a means of con-
cealing such practices in the Iuterior Depart-
ment as mny well make the latter end of the
Indian problem worse than the first.—Mean-
time those who think the view here taken of
the Indian Commission too gloomy, will do
well to consult the letter from the late elerk

of the Doard, which we print this
morning on the fourth page. The Com-
missioners  themselves  have  been  little
disposcd  to  argue their  ecase in  the

pewspapers.  The clerk has no sach hesi-
tation, aud the facts he gives concerning the
Department of the Interior, and the constant
c_tfum to thwart the actions of the Commis-
sioners, are the best possible comment on  the
appointment by the Secretary of the Interior
of a new Commission to tuke the place of

the oue he drove awnay.
e

.Tnmmuny evid!:ul.lr means vigorous and jn-
dignant war on’” both the convicted Pelice
Commissioners and the Mayor who has reap-
pointed them. 1f the programme upon which
the Demoeratic leaders yesterday resolved can
be carried out, there will be lively times for
the Governor, the Grand Jury, and the Courts.
It embraces the suspension of the Mayor hy
the Governor, the reindiglmont of the Commis-

gioners by the General Sessions Grand Jury,
and their immediate trial before Hackett or
Sutherland. It looks at first like a big under-
taking. But reealling the strong language of
the Governor in reviewing the official felonies
of Britton, whom he removed in spite of the
great influence brought to save him, and the
prompt auvd positive manner in which he
actod in declaring vacant the offices of the
convicted Commissioners in both Brooklyn
and New-York, it will appear less unlikely
than at ficst that Gov. Dix may continue, in
the cases now brought up, the same resolute
policy he has herctofore pursued, Of the
wisdom of the movement resolved on by
Tammany it is not possible just now to epeak,
but he mistakes the political situation and does
not fully comprehend public feeling on the
subject who thinks that its snceess is cor-
tainly impossible. Meantime, it will be ob-
served, that the Police Board does not get
reorganized. Messrs, Disbeeker and Duryee
balance Messrs, Charlick and Gardner; and
so0 long as the former refuse to recognize the
Initer as Polico Commissioners, the disorgan-

ization seems complete.

POLITICAL STIMULANTS.

After all it may be that Mayor Havemeyer
has done us @& real service, Gen, Grant
remarked a great many years ago that the
best way to seeure the repeal of a bad law
wis to enforee it strietly. It was one of those
gensible and pithy things that he used to say
now and then, in the early days of his public
career—a time separated from the present by
snch a great gulf of disagreeable oceurrences
that it seems like a dim legendary ers, and
the aphorisma {o which it gave birth sound
across the troubled interval like the maxims
of saints and sages. The vicions principle of
collecting the national revenue on shares had
been recognized in the Treasury Department for
years, and wight have eontinned in force forever,
had not Messrs, Bontwell, Richardson, Sawyer,
and Banfield developed from it the astonish-
ing abuses recently uncovered by a Committee
of Iuvestigation. Richardson was tolerated
until he led to Sanborn. The Custom-house
conld not be roformed until it startled the
country by producing Jayne. Dutlerism was
nourished until it brought forth Simmons amdd
the stealing of telegrams. Even the diseredit
of the Distriet Ring would have been incom-
plete had not the President roused the indig-
nation of the eountry by renominating Shep-
herd to the place from which Congress lindd
just deposed him, The truth is, we had grown
used to wrongs and scaudals of all kinds
by such slow degrees that they seldom
alarmed us. The abmse of the eivil
service, the prostitution of Government offices
to partisan ends, the wholesale extortion of
money for political purposes, the payment of
party serviea with fat places—these vicious
practices which lay at the root of the eorrup-
tion of the times had erept into onr system of
adminisiration Jittle by little, and we hardly
minded them. Perquisites grew into peeula-
tion, shrewdness developed into swindling, the
smart operator who began by manipulating
ballots got to cracking safes and forging
bills, and still the honest masses seemod
insensible of what was going on around
them, and were not ashamed to wit at
meat with the thieves and to send them fo
Congress, The moral sense of the community
in short being very much run down, & stimu-
lant seemed necessary to tone it up again,
Tho public has taken several strong doses,
and beging wo think to feel a little better,
The reappointment of Charlick and Garduer
has stirred the whole boldy politie from its
lethargy, There is an effort now to throw off
impurities from tho system. The languid
organs resume their normal activity, The
slnggish conscience wakes,

For it is not Mayor Havemeyer, as we havo
goveral times remarked, who should be held
principally respousible for this great wrong,
His condnet is denounced in various gquarters
as an unparalleled outrage, an indecent affront
to the people. We cannot see that it is any-
thing ot the kind, Mr, Havemeyer is domg
just what he was told to do by the politicinns
who made him Mayor. Is anybody simple
enough to imagine that he was nominated for
the purpose of giving ns an honest aud im-
partial administration 7 Does any one dream
that the Charter was made what it is in order
that the city might be well-governed? Does
not everybody know that the fuctions which sup-
ported the Mayor always intended to have the
Police Board organized tor partisan interests, and
always desired that the Commissioners should
appoint Inspectors of Election on precisely the
principle which  Charlick and  Gardner
adopted 7 The trouble with the Mayor is not
that he abused the outside public but that he
cheated his partners.  They meant from
the first that the public should be swindled ;
when they are cheated themselves it seems

to them high time for Mr, Havemeyer
to be removed. Against that proposal of
course we have mot a word to say. But

let us not charge to the ignorant and im-
becile cunning of one old gentleman an oftense
which springs originally from our own disre-
gard of duty. There has been no reform yet
of the New-York City Government. Connolly
and Genet are in exile, and Tweed is
in & striped jacket; but the same
system of political chicanery, the same
roguery at the polls, the same disgracefnl
misuse of oflicial position which made those
worthies rich and powertul, flourish abundantly
under their successors.  The reform move-
ment of 1871 never fairly took hold of the
people, It was arrested by a political faction
before it had got headway, and instead of
being allowed to sweep throngh the :h-parf-
ments, earrying away the foul aceumulations
of the Tammany Ring, it was diverted by the
pew partisan conspirators to turn the wheels
of their little machine, Of course we sec the
old abuses springing up again. The first step
is to control the counting of votes. The second
will be to rob the treasury.

There is ouly one remedy, and it is in our
own hands, Let us try the novel experiment
of eleeting o Mayor for his fitness, instead of
lis politics, and we shall be spared the spee-
tacle of Tammany and the Custom-honse tear-
ing New-York to pieces, like two dogs quar-
reling over a boue,

TAX DODGING.

The tax-dodging policy has for several years
been applied to our City finances to a truly
colossal extent. Many of our citizens, es-
pecially some in positions of high trust, seem
setually to believe that a rate of expenditure
one-third greater than the entire income can
be kept up for an indefinite number of years.
We cannot persuade ourselves, Lowever, that
the same condact which would ruin any pri-
vate citizen will not ruin the City of New-
York, if long persisted in. However, our
present business is simply to present a few
tigures, #s u matter of current news, Theso

are the pespective pmounta I'It thy jvq.bhq-

ness of the City and County of New-York and
the cash in the Treasury, as officially stated
for the 0th of June in each of the last three

City Daht. Cnsh on hand.
June 30, IRTR .oove.. . HIOGHGA,UTE #0.080,501
Jnae B, IRTE . oeanyone 100L2E0.080 80,060,855
Jane 30, 1874 00consane 124030.672 3,006.403

The amount of the City debt, as above given,
i exclusive of the stocks and honds consti-
tuting the Sinking Fund. The amount of the
cash on hand is the sum total of the bal-
ances in the City and County Treasurics and
Sinking Fund. The Sinking Fand has in-
ereased five million dollars in the two years,
but the debt has increased sufliciently to wipe
out these five millions and gain eighteen
millions more; to which add three aml one-
half millions deerease in the eash balances,
and we find ourselves fiwenty-siz and one-half
million dollars worse off than we were on the
Fourth of July two years ago.

The amount raised by taxation in 1572 was
292,036,290, The amount raised in 1873 wns
£27,008,769,  The amonnt to be raised in 1874
is £31,822,301, What an example is hero seb
to the newly-married clerk, who, with a sal-
ary of from $27 to 3 a week, spends it all
and every fortmght runs up a debt which is
almost cqual to his week’s wages. It is not a
pleasant topic for Fourth of July considera-
tion, but, for all that, we commend it as one
which our ecitizens cannot too soon or (oo
sertously begin to study.

THE SMALL BOY'S DAY,

Precisely why the fire-cracker 1 Why, indeed,
the stridnious Small Boy who, with ventilated
apparel, one euspender and unsandaled feet,
accompanies the fire-cracker in its orbit of
flame T Why pop and fizz to-day more than
any other 1 Why to-day more than any other
doth the Small Boy rage and grow violent and
touch off everything that has noise in it, from
a paper torpedo to o fish-horn, and frighten
horses and get asleep on curb-slones, and tear
his trowsers and burn off his eyebrows, and
do all the ten thousand dreadful things for
which the Small Boy has been spanked ever
ginee he came in vogne ! What relation has
the fire-eracker to the Declaration of Inde-
pendence ; or what the howling, horse-{tighten-
ing Small Boy 1 The one is a Chinese inven-
tion that has no earthly significance beyond
sputter and pop—pray Heaven it may not be
a symbol of the Republic; the othcr—the
Small Doy—has no relation whatever with the
Declaration of Independence: he could n't
even deelare his intentions, and as for inde-
pendence, he is the most absolutely dependent
creature in Nature.

Who started this combination of youth and
saltpeter, of voeal haircloth and the limbs of
the jumping-jack, of fire, ftizzle, and bang?
Is it possible that the lute Joln Adams
meant this sort of thing when he made his
colebrated remark about the ringing of bells,
firing of cannon, ete.?  Perish the thought!
True, Mr. Jonn Quiney Adams of Massachu-
setts—known to the gentlemen who have oeca-
sionally amused themselves and him by rn-
ning him for Governor by the endearing
familiarity of “Jack™ Adams—not long ago
gqioted the remark of his great ancestor as a
finisher to the diseussion of the eelebration

of the Centenunial; but we doubt if Mr.
Joln Quiney Adams makes a proper use
of the bones of his great grandfather. Iad

the Revolutionary Mr. John Adams not been
understood as indulging in a flgure of speech,
or had it been supposed that he was proposing
literally such a eclebration of the day s has
grown ont of it, we might be sure that the
members of a family so true to their trudi-
tions as the Adamses would have followed out
strietly his injunction. But the Adams family,
in this generation at least, is mueh more dis-
posed to write for The Novth American Eeview
than to sit on the curb-stone of the Model
Republic and celebrate its natal day with the
suidden and unexpected torpedo or the loud and
nggressive erncker, Tt is well enough for Mr,
John Quincy Adnms to say that the fire-
eracker business i the proper and legitimate
celebration, but we doubt if any one ever saw
an Adams of his line at any age doing it that
wiay.

To be sure, this is the Small Boy's day; and
with the Small Doy, veise and happiness,
patriolic enthusinsm aud Chinese erackers,
are synonymoits amd  convertible terms.  Cus-
tom has given it to him, and we do not by
any means object. If he wishes one day in
the year—and that the hottest—to sit up all
night so as to “usher in the day" with
noises, to accompany himself with fire and
flame, concussion and reverberation, and to
wind up all with weariness, blisters, and eolie
—why, it's the Fourth o July and a free

conntry—we wonld not have him inter-
fered  with.  But one hundred  years
of fire-erackers ought to be  enough
of that sort  of  celebration.  After

1870 would it not be well to change the
order of things and have the Small Doy in-
structed as to what the day signifies and what
its proper celebration means, instead of letting
him loose upon society with his pockets full
of explosives, to go snapping and eracking
through the streets, a terror and o torment?
For seventy or eighty years this was all very
well; but the fire-cracker grows upon us,
Twenty or thirty years ago it was mitigated
somewhat by processions and orations, mu-
nicipal demonstrations, Cold Water Army cele-
brations, lemonade, peannts, and spiuce beer;
but these have ceased, and we have nothing
now hut pop, fizz, and bang from morning till
night ; and a sober-minded people contemplat-
ing with less enthusiasm, if not with less con-
fidence, the trials and perils of free government,
are beginning to ery, “Give us a rest.,” Mr.
John Adams was a good man, a patriot, and a
statesman. But really it does scem to ns that
he made the mistake of his life—and not only
his but everybody else’s life—when he set on
foot the tire-cracker business,

For making these remarks we beg the Small
Boy's pardon. He may be offended by them
in the dew aod freshness of the dawn, but
their foree and rensonableness will grow upon
him as the day grows older and hotter, and
he gets more and more sleepy and blistered,
and his fire=ernckers more nearly ran out, till,
when his  blessed bedtime comes, he will
admit the whole teuth of them, and remark
to his mother, in the language of the.preacher,
“All is vanity.”

TIIE FIREWORKS OF THE HEAVENS,

Around unnumbered homes to-night the
lights of our annual celebration will gleam,
and over the housetops bright stars of varled
hoes will flash and go out in the darkness.
Momentary a8 our own fleeting lives aro the
fireworks of man's invention, that soar into
the blue vault and glitter in their brief glory,
while the eternal fires of heaven shine on in

Lunchnnged mojesty, Yot nmong these celes-

tial fires one has come, 50 recent, so unsub-
stantial, so comparatively brief in the period
during which it will illuminate onr aky, that

Bopos ot Jite p hslllignt viegp of pyro-

tochny, and not to be reckoned with the orbs
of space.

Let us see then how the fireworks of heaven
compare with those of earch. In other col-
umns there will be found an extended descrip-
tion of the comet, with a diagram of ita
movements, the extension of its tail, ita place
among the constellations, From unknown
space somewhere in the north and at a sharp
angle to the earth’s orbit, it has come rushing
down to give one giddy whirl around
the sun and then dash back again into
the realm of Chaos and old Night., This even-
ing, though we sce it so clearly, it is fifty-
five million miles away, Of such distances we
can form no conception. A eannon ball start-
ing with an initial velocity of 1,500 feet per
gecond, and never slucking its speed, would
not traverse this space in six years. On this
very day the particles of matter flowing from
the comet which are likely to surround the
earth within o fortnight, have just started on
their backward flight from the sun. Anything
on this earth traveling at a similar apeed,
would complete the distance from Now-York
to Chicago in seven minutes, and go around
the world three times in twenty-four hours,

While every fresh observation adds to the
probability that this will be one of the most
magnificent comets the world has ever seen,
and enlarges the possibility that the earth may
pass throngh some portion of the matter em-
anating from it, the facts are also aceumulat-
ing to prove that its effeet upon the earth
will be almost if mot utterly imperceptible.
It is now known that after Biela's comet aplit
itself in twain, the earth in November, year
before last, passed throngh one of the dissev-
ered portions. In that cuse we penetrated the
head of the comet, which ia unquestionably far
more dense than the tail, as is shown both by its
obedience to the law of gravity in continuing
its course around the sun while the tail is
flying away from it, and by the evidence
afforded by spectrnm annlysis. Yet in that
enso the only consequence noted was a shower
of meteors that only professional astronomers
observed. Of whatever impalpable sabstance
the tail of Coggia's comet may consist, we may
rest assured that it cannot have the slighest
influepee on our health or our fortunes, and
we shall never know whether it enwraps the
earth or not, except from the caleulations of
nslronomy.

THE NEW POSTUMASTER-GENERAL.

Prosident Grant might have made a much
worse appointment than that of ex-Gov.
Jowell of Connecticut to be Postmaster-
General. Mr. Jewell doubtless owes his ap-
pointment to his relations with the President,
with whom he has been on terms of the most
cordial intimacy for many years, rather than
to any speecial qualifications for the place.
Still he is a man of good character, un-
doubted personal integrity, and practical
business talent, and will, withont doubt, prove
an eflicient and energetie officer, His political
experience in any prominent eapacity dates
from the year 1868, when he was the Repub-
lican candidate for Governor of Connecticut,
and waos defeated by James E. English, He
was eleeted in 1869, defeated again by Mr. Eng-
lish in 1870, and reiélected in 1871 and 1572,
In 1873 he declined a renomination, and a
little later was appointed Minister to Russia.
He has been discharging the duties of that
position at 8t, Petersburg not quite n year,
and the notice of his appointment found him
on the eve of a two months' leave of absence.
Judging from his private letters, some of which
have been published by indisereet friends, the
dutica of diplomaey did not snit his active
dizposition, and the reeall from St Petersburg
to o more congenial place and a more active
life is no doubt very gratifying to him. The
readiness of his acceptance indicates entire
willingness to make the exchange ; indeed, he
made no seeret before going abroad of his
preferenes for some Cabinet position for which
his business habits and training fitted him,
rather than a diplomatie office for which he
distrusted his fitaess,

1f 1t be true that President Grant contem-
plates being a candidate for renomination, the
effect of this appointment will be to strengthen
his chances for success, As a politician Gov.
Jowell has been very suceessful,  His opponents
have charged that he owed his success entirely
to his liberal use of money, but he has done
more than nse money. He very quickly
learned the duties of his position as Governor,
and although he never had the fiber or the
stuft in him for a reformer, or even a great
leader, he possessed in such large degree the
qualitics that give men popularity that he
eame very soon after his first euntrance into
political life to be the strongest man of his
party in the State, In the last two campaigns
the party has suffered from the want of his per-
sonul popularity and shrewd management and
has been heaten,  In the position of Post-
master-General he will find a larger field for
the exercise of his talent as a political mana-
ger, and if the President’s programme involves
a third term Le will be of great gervice in
carrying out the details,  Aside from that he
will make an excellent Department officer and
a disereet counselor. Without being o states-
man, and indeed without possessing many of
the qualifieations generally esteemed neces-
sary in an office of the importance of Post-
master-General, he is still g0 much superior
to the average of Presidential appointments
that we feel entirely safe to congratulate the
President and the country upon it.

The fact that the first appointee, Mr. Hale,
only asked to be allowed a few weeks' time
to recuperate his health before entering upon
the duties of the office, which was refused,
taken in connection with the further fact that
several weeks must elapse before Minister
Jewell can  reach Washington, the duties
meantime being discharged by a temporary
appointee, excites some comment, but it may
not have any significance. It is only possible
that the President may have taken alarm at
the suggestions concerning Mr. Hale's rela-
tions with Speaker Blaine, and taken the first
opportunity to retreat. Perhaps this feature
of the new appointment will develop in the
eourse of o few months,

THE DINNER HOUR.

Nothing in natare or society appears to have
s0 much specific gravity as the dinner hour,
It has sunk gradually down, taking a century
or two for ita descent, from Eleven o'clock,
when it makes its first appearance in history,
to Nine o'clock, the hour when extreme fashion
dines in London, Queen Elizabeth and her
court dined at noon, and we may trust that
the present Prime Minister of England was
not giving a loyal world an erroneous impres-
gion of the proper hour for dinner when
* Lothair ™ he fixes the time as “ a late cight,”
This is the lowest point yet reached, The fash-
jonablé hour for dining in Coutinental cities is
much earlicr, nud thousands of noble families in
Germany and France adhere resolutely to their
two-o'clock dinner. Of course, the vast ma-
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what they can got, and at avy hour which myy
be convenient. But there is throughout the
well-to-do world, among the people who haye
enough “goods laid up" to enmable them 1
invite their souls to make of their dinnep
something more than a mere necessity, an evi.
dent tendency to postpons the prineipal mey]
of the day to the eveming, nnd as the life of
fushionable people becomes every year fullep
of varied occupation, to assigu a later hoge
for dining.

This is probably due not so much to thy
progress of luxary as to the gradual inereusy
of objects of interest to men of wealth, A
fow generations ago people in Bocloty wepg
composed of the classes who neither tolleg
nor spun, and to whom the advent of tug
dinner hour wins a8 weleome as it is on s -
bourd or in the country. An apparently jm.
possible line separated people of fashion fom
those who did any regular or gainful wark,
And however agreeabls it may appear from
the outside, it is probable that mere dawdling,
even when enlivened by the pursnit of
women, docs not fill the day like a rogular oc-
cupation, There are comparatively fow peaple
nowadays who have nothing to do. It is e
pecially unusnal to find among those whe
posseas suflicient  energy and ambition 1ty
assume and hold leading positions in socicty,
any who are not impelled by tiese saue
qualitics to active participation in the prac-
tical work of life. Those who have iuheritg
woaldh Ylte ta  inorease it, or at least
to employ it rationally, Those who have ree
ceived from their parents merely a good nane
are inelined to gild 1t by their own exertions,
And in every conspienous socinl circle in the
world, except perbaps ir the Dirst Society,
the Court-Capables of Vienna, you will fiud
among its leaders energetic  people  wha
have made their own npames aud their
own fortunes. The tendency of the tima
being to an active employment of ths
day, it is not surprising that most people
prefer to finish their day’s work, whatever is
may be, before entering upon so solemn and
gerious a business as a modern dinner now s,
It was one of our great historinns who sl
that the dinner-party was the highest expres.
sion of civilization ; and when wo consider tha
number of trades, arts, and sciences which
consur to produce the daily result, thas
dresses, the plate, the furniture, the flowers,
the viands, and the wines which are to ba
seen in the modern formal dinaer, it will Ls
lard to contest the apothegm.

But thers are some drawbacks inseparably
connected from this custom of late diming.
Two of the most evident are the gradual abo-
lition through this means of informal evening
visits, nnd the startling decadence of the Eu-
wlish Drama. In London the higher clusses
have almost censed to frequent the theater,
It is simply impossible to dine at eight and go
to & play the same evening, and therefore the
people who habitually dine at eight have
ceased to go to the theater. Tha middls
classes naturally follow the example of their
betters and stay away; in fact one attraction
of places of amnsement is tuken away whea
the gentlefolks cense to go. The prices of ady
mission are too high for the masses, The con-

sequence i3 that the theaters are filled
every night with a transient crowd,
composed chiefly of the population of

hotels, The same causes are operating pows
erfully against theaters in New-York, though
in a less degree, as here the dinner-hour 15
still somewhat earlier, and the hetel popula-
tion is not so much inferior to the educatal
people of the eity. The opera is less affected
than the stage; for while it remains fashions
able, people are willing to dine a litile earlier
and more simply, And yet, even in New-
York, the first act of an opera is always sung
to o full gallery and empty boxes, The ctloct
of late dining upon dramatic art is uodeuni-
able, aud is continually inereasing.

The woes of to-day are not all pyrotechnie, Thers
will be other explosious—oratorical catastrophes
which unfortunately never bring distress npon the
men who are responsible for them. The mers dis-
tant contemplation of these rhetorieal compounds of
fulminates and patriotism is enough to atfright the
most ardent lover of his country. We have a his-
tory, to be sure, and onght to revere it, but when it
jgserved up in the same quantities and the same
style year after year, the happy hearer longs to qnota
the Seriptural injunction against *vain repeti=
tions,” Every year we are called wpon to
view that historie assemblage, made familiar in

every print-shop in the land, in which seversl '

score of highly respectable goutlemen crossed theie
logs and displayed their highly respectable shins,
while a Committes to whom the artist was no less
generous in the matter of shins reported the Declara-
tion of Independence; the battles of Lexington ssd
Monmonth and Saratoga are vigorously fought over
our sweltering and helpless bodies; Benedict Arnold
is caught and roasted for the millionth time, snd
every village orator savagely stirs up the couls; we
ara dragged on our perspiring way from Bunker
Hill to the Chesapeake, and get frost-bitten a6
Yalley Forge and pocket Coruwallis at York
town with equal indifference and resigoation;
and, all in all, the Fourth of July oratur becowes
such & sore intliction that if he would die
to the sound of his own masie, this taking oft would
become him more than all the rest of his burlesques
There are serious questions of the day which one
would think might challenge tha attention of
speakers and hearers everywhere, It is well to per-
potuate the memory of those whe gave ns onr free
dom, but might it not be well oeeasionally to inquire
whether wé have as much as they gaveus!
rulo of corrupt and corruptible men in our politics
the domivation of party, the degradation of the
United States Senate, once a puie and lofty body,
the seoming movement of the baser breed of puoliti=
cians for a third term, the oppression of State Gov
ernments by the Federal, the abandonment of the
attempt to parify our Civil Service, the inditleronce
of the people to breaclies of trust in public and vor~
porate officers—these and other things ss discour
aging mark the close of our first century of national
life. Are they not worth thinking about !
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A curious example of the result of devotion to 008
{dea 1s to be seen in an artiele on popular education
in that church magnzing called St Chrysoiom fo
The writer of the same naturally argnes vielently ia
favor of denomivational schools, going so faras (@
ask the State to endow them. The prickly wndl une
happy path that tuis would make to a No Therougt~
fare in odueation is not visible to this persos. Hi
argument against secular instruction is s funuy one
“The wits may bo sharpened,” ke says = by the
ordinary common school studies, but that mighk
really bo 80 much the worse as teaching 8 wotild-bs

-

ertminal how to avoid the coarsencas and clumsines

of a perfectly illiterate offonder. Modera chemistey
and cleverly-tiscovered poisons are the secrels
educated murderers.” Religious educatiou is not 1o
be advanced by reasoning like this.

————— -

A newspaper paragraph states that the Eiuperof
of China has commanded & collection to be made
Chinese poetry—a complete anthology runmug back
to the eartiest times, and filling 200 volumes. Consid-,
ering the expansive eharacter of Chinese printing
and the fecundity of Chinese literature, this
rathor & smaller corpus than wo should have €X*
pected. We suppose that in China, ns everywher?

elne, the perishablo natore of postical fame is &%

tinually demonstratod. 1t is lucky that tho bles
privodpls o€ deess caus also tr bk sl el

f



